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Sub Committee Convenors 
Finance:     Stephen Tucker 
Facilities:     David Rehe 
Social & Fundraising:   Julia Pope 
Education:     Deb Sparke 
Out of Hours School Care (OSHC): Stephen Tucker 

 

School Council Sub Committees 
School Council has decided to maintain 
Finance, Social & Fundraising,  
Education, Facilities and OSHC sub 
committees with Communication  
Subcommittee becoming a support  
project team for the Social & Fundraising 
subcommittee.  Although all school  
council members belong to one or more  
subcommittee, membership is also extended to any  
parent or staff members at KEPS.  The work of council is 
often carried out in these subcommittees with  
recommendations from this work being put to council for 
ratification.  In effect, through the school council  
subcommittee structure, more school community  
members can influence and have input into council  
decisions.  If you are interested in finding out more about 
a particular subcommittee or joining any subcommittee 
please contact either the relevant convenor or me.   
 
School Council Casual Vacancies and Community 
Member 
Three additional members elected to council on  
Wednesday night were:  Elsbeth Landby, Julia Pope and 
Mark Young.  Elsbeth and Mark were nominated by 
council to fill 2 vacancies vacated by past members.  In 
the case of Mark, ólotsô were drawn by council between 
Mark and Stephen Bailey (candidates in our recent 
school council election).  The Community position is a 
non elected position and is usually filled by council for a 
specific project or specific skills  
required by council in any given 
year.  This year, Julia Pope was 
nominated by council due to her 
support role she is providing to 
Connie Barnes in the organisation 
of the school carnival.     

FROM THE PRINCIPAL / ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
School Council News 
Congratulations and welcome to all 
newly elected school councillors:  
Stephen Tucker, Lisa Marquette, 
David Rehe, Elsbeth Landby, Eric 
McCann, Julia Pope, Mark Young. 
 
The first meeting of the new 2009/10 School Council was 
held last Wednesday night where officer bearers and 
subcommittee convenors were elected.  Congratulations 
go to the following council members who were elected: 

 

School Council President:  Simon Berridge 
Vice President:   David Rehe 
Treasurer:    Stephen Tucker 
Secretary:    Donna Heffernan 
 

Dates to Rememberéé 
 

 
 

March 
Wed 4 2nd Hand Uniform Shop OPEN - 3.15pm to 3.45pm 
Fri 6 L4 Interschool Sports 
 

Mon 9  LABOUR DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

Wed 11 Excursion Koori Heritage Trust - 3K, 3M, 3NK & 3S  

Thurs 12 Excursion Koori Heritage Trust - 3CH, 3C & 3B 
Fri 13 L4 Interschool Sports 
Sat 14 Kew Festival Parade - 11.30am to 12.00pm 
Mon 16 L3 Singers @ Assembly 
Tues 17 School Photos 
Wed 18 L4 Excursion to Parliament 
 Education Committee Meeting - 5.30pm 
 Social & Fundraising Meeting - 6.30pm 
 Facilities Committee Meeting - 7.30pm 
Thurs 19 Family Life Sessions: 
 5.45pm to 6.45pm - Year 1 & 2 
 7.00pm to 8.00pm - Year 3 & 4 
 8.15pm to 9.15pm - Year 5 & 6 
Fri 20 L4 Interschool Sports 
 Cinema Under The Stars - 7.00pm to 9.30pm 
Tues 24 Yr 6 Pizza & Coke Night 

  NEWSLETTER 

     Tuesday 03 March 2009 

Kitchener Street, East Kew   3102       kew.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Ph: 9859 2903  Fax: 9819 7179       www.keps.vic.edu.au 

       Newsletter password: kepsnews 



Issue number: 05/09 Page 2 

 

 

Federal Government Building the Education  
Revolution Program 
The Federal Government has recently announced the 
details of a number of building initiatives for all schools in 
Australia.  Two initiatives/programs which will provide 
funding to primary schools are: 
 
Á Primary Schools for 21st Century 
Under this program the Federal Government will spend 
$12.4 billion in 6 500 primary schools.  Priority is to be 
given to new constructions of libraries, multipurpose hall/
gymnasium and classrooms (in that order).  These  
facilities will also be available for use by the wider local 
community.  Indicative funding allocations for this  
imitative have been determined according to school size 
(number of students) and since KEPS fits into the largest 
range of 401+ students, we anticipate that we will be 
able to access $3 000 000 over the next 12 months. 
However, final decisions about Federal Government 
funding amounts for each school will be determined by 
state government. 

 

Á Renewing Australiaõs Schools 
This initiative will provide an additional $1.3 billion for all 
schools in Australia to be spent on minor refurbishment 
of buildings, fixed shade structures, covered outdoor 
learning areas or green upgrades (water tanks).  Once 
again school size will determine indicative funding and 
accordingly, KEPS anticipates $200,000 from this  
initiative. 
 
Facilities sub committee will be meeting on Wednesday 
11 March 2009 to discuss these two initiatives and  
possible projects for KEP.  If you wish to have any input/
suggestions into this decision, please pass on your  
suggestions to either David Rehe or me via the office. 

 

House Captains 
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
elected to House Captain and Vice captain positions for 
2009: 

 

HOUSE CAPTAINS   VICE CAPTAINS 
BLUE  Megan Savell  Georgina Moy 
  Nick Brown   Will Tucker 

 

RED  Tess Astle   Grace Shing 
  Pat Lennon   Frank Coxon 

 

GREEN Tiam Eljari   Tiffany Douros 
  Joe Findlay   Thimas Hayman 

 

YELLOW Viktoria Magdalinos Helena Moss 
  Liam Briscoe Hough Sam Colvin 

All school captains and vice captains will have a major 
role and responsibility to support and promote sport and 
physical education activities throughout the school and to 
assist with the organisation of the Athletics Day, Cross 
Country, Hoop Time and coaching of students in level 1 
& 2. 
 

0Student Leadership Badge Ceremony 

Badges for all school student leadership  
positions will be presented at Monday  
Assembly on 16 March 2009. Badges will be  
presented to the following leadership positions: 
Ambassadors, House Captains/Vice Captains, Junior 
School Council and ELFS Environmental Leaders of the 
Future).  School captains from Kew High School have 
been invited to speak and present the badges to our  
student leaders.  Parents are most welcome to attend 
this special presentation. 
 

Extreme Heat Policy 
A number of new parents have been inquiring about 
KEPSô extreme heat policy.  On days of 38 degrees or 
higher, a hot day timetable will be implemented.  
Students will eat lunch in classrooms, as is the case on 
any day, then they will be allowed 15 minutes at the 
commencement of lunch time to visit toilets and refill 
drink bottles, returning to classrooms for the remainder 
of lunch play.  Students are not permitted to play outside 
at lunchtime on these days and are supervised by staff 
inside.  If the temperature has not reached 38 degrees at 
recess time, students are permitted to play outside but 
are reminded to follow our sun smart policy.  A number 
of classrooms have refrigerated air-conditioning and 
school council plans to air-condition more classrooms in 
the next 12 months.  If parents are concerned about  
extreme hot weather and wish to keep their child/children 
home on days of 38 degrees or more, they may wish to 
exercise their discretion to do so but classes will always 
continue to operate a normal program. 
 

Newsletter Survey 
Following discussions with office staff, in relation to the 
current format, content and distribution of the KEPS 
newsletter, we are seeking input from parents via a  
survey.  We would request that you take 5 minutes to 
answer some questions about the newsletter and return 
your anonymous responses to the office (place in box 
provided) or to class teachers. Your responses will  
assist us in making possible changes in format, content 
and distribution of the school newsletter in the future.   
 

A yellow questionnaire will be sent home with todayôs 
newsletter. 
 

HELEN FOTHERINGHAM 
PRINCIPAL 
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BUSHFFIRE THANKS 
To the parents, families and staff of Kew East Primary 
School Community, 
 
We wish to sincerely thank the entire KEPS community 
for the kindness and most generous assistance you have 
shown to our family over the past few weeks. 
 
We are a family of four that lost our home, business and 
most possessions in the bushfires that swept through 
Kinglake West. We are distantly connected to your 
school community through our sister, your staff member, 
Di Terrill-Wynne and yet your genuine compassion has 
made us feel directly connected. Your donations, meals 
and gifts as well as your fundraising efforts have helped 
us immensely and we are sincerely thankful. 
 
Like all families traumatised by these fires, we are  
beginning our healing process and know that it will be a 
long one but it is more comforting and empowering than 
you could realise to feel the support and care from  
communities such as yours. 
 
We thank you with all our heart, 
Colin and Michelle French and our kids, Darcy and 
Vanessa  
 
FROM  THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
Tax Refunds 
The Federal Government have  
initiated an Education Tax Refund 
where eligible parents will be able to  
c la im ce r ta in  educa t iona l  
expenses.  A sheet with some information has  
been attached to the newsletter for your information.  We 
issue receipts for all School Based Activities, Camps, 
Parent Contributions and Donations to the Library Trust 
Fund, and these are either sent home with your children, 
or issued at the time of receipt through the Office.  We 
are unable to issue re-printed receipts for payments 
made to the school. 
 
Also Just a reminder to all families that payments for  
Essential Education Items (which is a compulsory  
payment for all students ) was due last Friday.  
 
Payment forms are available in the school office, and 
reminder notices will be sent home next week.  If you 
have any queries in relation to these payments, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Roz Lambert 
Business Manager 
 
 

BUSHFIRE ASSTSTANCE REQUIRED 
Following the working bee at the school today, we sill 
have a few curtains which need curtain tap and hems to 
be sewn. 
 
If you are able to assist with this sewing task, could you 
please contact Paula Davey on  9853 0568. 
 
We hope to have these curtains 
completed and given to the Rotary to 
hang in the Hamer Hawthorn  
Football Club Caretakers Cottage 
early next ready for a fire affected 
family to take  residence. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
Paula Davey 
 
CARNIVAL 2009 
Please put the following date in your diary. Saturday 21 
November 2009 is Carnival Day! 
 
Itôll be all hands on deck and a fun and exciting day for 
all! Remember if you havenôt filled in your form, there is 
another attached to todayôs newsletter. 
 
Thanks again, 
Connie Barnes. 
 
2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP  
Tomorrow the 2nd hand uniform shop will be open 
(Wednesday 4 March). We will be open every  
Wednesday during Term 1 to allow extra purchasing time 
for all new prep parents, from 3.15pm to 3.45pm. 
 
The shop is now located in the Junior School Hall. You 
will find us in the small room near Room 6. 
 
If any families have good quality donations for the school 
please leave them in the office or see Karen T.   
 
Any donation is greatly appreciated! 
 
Thank you! 
 
SPORT NEWS 
District Swimming Sports 
Last Tuesday KEPS had six students represent the 
school at the Kew & Kooyong District Swimming Sports 
held at Bialik College.  We had swimmers participate in 
all disciplines and it was fantastic to see the students 
doing so well in their chosen events 
 
Well done to Tia Verosaari, Jack Walkinshaw, Austin 
Xenos, Astyn Trecate, Jaime Moss and Nick Torelli for 
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Metal Music Stands For Sale 
The Music Centre is selling our blue and yellow metal 
music stands as we need the space in the storeroom for 
our ever growing band.  All band students really should 
have a music stand to be able to practice with correct 
posture and breath control at home.  These fold up style 
stands retail for $20.00 and we are offering them for 
$15.00.  They are available from the Music Centre after 
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays until sold out.  
Please note ï all CONCERT BAND members will need 
to bring their own stand on Music Camp so grab a  
bargain while you can. 
 
Band Recruitment Information Evening 2009 
If you are in grade three or are new to the school then 
you are eligible to apply as new band members.  We will 
have our parent information/student demonstration  
session in late Term Two ï watch this space for further 
information closer to the time. 
 
Just making noise? Weôre making music! 
Georgie Greenwood. 
 
CHESS CLUB 
Are you interested in joining Chess Club in Term 2? If 
your child would like to participate in Chess Club please 
fill out this slip below and return to Mirella. 
 
Thank you 
Mirella Erzetic 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I ____________________________________ in 
 
class: __________ am interested in joining Chess Club  
 

in Term 2, 2009. 
 
Phone: ____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
CLASS GATHERINGS 
Preps - All Prep mums, dads and/or carers are welcome 
for coffee and a chat on Friday 7 March after school drop 
off at Boulevard Cafe off Studley Park Rd. Younger  
Siblings are more than welcome. 
 
Hope to see you there 
Donna Cameron 
(Kateôs Mum in 1TW - 0409 662 238) 
 
 
 
 

putting in such a fantastic effort and  
representing KEPS so well.  Also a big 
thank you to all the parents who  
attended on the day and assisted with the 
transport of the students to the 
venue. 
 
Cheers 
Rob Olsen 
Physical Education Coordinator 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 1 2009 
Monday March 2 ï Semester One Band Tutorial Fees 
final due date. 
Wednesday 25 ï Friday 27 MARCH ï MUSIC CAMP ï 
postponed. 
Assembly Performances  
Monday March 16 ï Level Three Singers. 
Monday March 30 ï Concert Band. 
SOIREE 2009 ð MONDAY 7 DECEMBER. 
 
Music Camp 2009 - POSTPONED 
Due to the bushfires in the Healesville area, Peter 
McCracken, the camp owner has advised we postpone 
our Music Camp until later in the year.  So whilst it is  
unfortunate we wonôt be able to have our camp in March, 
we are in negotiations for a date in June this year.  
Please watch this space for further updates.  All those 
families who have paid for the camp will have their  
payment held over for the June camp.  If you have yet to 
return your payment and medical form, please do so as 
soon as possible as all organisation can be completed 
nice and early.  Should we be unable to secure a date for 
camp in June then all monies will be reimbursed. 
 
Band Fees 2009 
Purple notices with very important and NEW information 
about tutorial and band membership fees were due  
yesterday.  If you have any questions or missed out on a 
notice, please see me in the Music Centre after school.  
Reminders will only be sent once.  Thank you 
 
School Instrument Hire 
Thank you to the large number of families who returned 
their notices on time and to the Music Centre.  This really 
helped with fast processing and distribution of  
instruments.  A gentle reminder that you must not take 
your instrument home until paperwork is 
processed.  ALL instruments will be  
available for use in tutorials. Keep those 
notices coming in to the Music Centre 
everyone, well done. 
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O.S.H.C. WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Term 1 Week 5 02/03/09 ð 06/03/09 
Monday  Skateboarding 
   Felt Creatures 
   Constructions 
Tuesday  Basketball 
   Felt Creatures 
   4 Square 
Wednesday  Tennis 
   Felt Creatures 
   Foozeball 
Thursday  Yoga 
   Cooking 
   Jigsaw Puzzles 
Friday  Capture the Flag 
   Felt Creatures 
   Rush Hour 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Moomba Waterfest - Moomba is the best FREE fun in 
town over the Labour Day long weekend (6 - 9 March). 
For more information you can find some booklets at the 
office, or visit www.thatsmelbourne.com.au 
 
Australian Air League Inc. - The Doncaster Squadron 
will be holding an open night for parents and prospective 
new recruits at their parade night on Monday 9 March 
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm at the Pilgrim Uniting Church 
Hall, 20 Westfield Drive Doncaster. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch -  You are cordially invited to our 
meeting on Thursday 5 March at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, Kew East Uniting Church, 142 Normanby Road. 
 
COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g  d o e s  n o t  
e n d o r s e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o r  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n y  p r i v a t e  
a d v e r t i s e r .   N o  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  &  T r a i n i n g  f o r  a c c u r a c y  o r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o r  c l a i m s  m a d e  b y  t h e m . 

 
GET FIT NOW IN KEW 

FROM JUST $12 per session! 

STEP INTO LIFE ï KEW. 

Group Personal Training ï OUTDOORS. 

Call David now for three FREE sessions: 

 9858 4955. 


