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I cannot help but think how appropriate, although  
coincidental, that we had our KEPS óWelcome Picnicô for 
new members of the KEPS community Friday night.  
Many of our school families both ónewô and óoldô turned 
out, to what was a wonderful evening, in perfect weather 
conditions.  I am sure the importance of community was 
not lost on any of us, following last weekôs tragedy.  Your 
attendance Friday night, in my opinion, was very  
symbolic and provided us with the opportunity to  
recognise, value and celebrate the importance of our 
school and wider community.  For me personally, it was 
also a great opportunity to meet more KEPS families. 
 
I would like to thank the many families and staff who  
attended the óWelcome Picnicô, with a special 
thanks to all those parents and 
staff who rostered themselves 
on to sell drinks and take  
Bushf i re  Rel ie f  Appeal  
Donations throughout the  
evening.  Thanks to the following 
parents and staff who assisted:  Mandy Mannix,  
Geraldine Lennon, Matilda Munday, Louise Le Couteur, 
Richard, Roz Lambert, Deb Sparke, Megan Kimber,  
Kristen McIntyre, Donna Heffernan, Debra Tulloch, 
Sharon Cohen, Kim Williamson, Simon Moy, Donna & 
Grant Cameron, Graham Deed, Astrid Judge, Sue Lee, 
Kate Barresi, Neasa Sweeney, Genevieve Cleary and 
Ingrid Savell.  I apologise if I have left any names off the 
list. 
 
The sale of drinks and donations from many KEPS  
families allowed us to raise $2268.80.  Add this to the 
studentsô casual dress day, where they collected an 
amazing $1205.35, we have raised a total of $3 474.15 .   
Thanks to everyone for their generous donations both in 
goods and money. 
 
Finally a very special thanks to our resident singer, Tim 
Warmington, who once again generously donated his 
services to KEPS, in providing us with outstanding enter-
tainment throughout the evening. How lucky we are to 
have you in our community Tim!  I look forward to hear-
ing you sing again.......maybe at the KEPS carnival!!! 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL / ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
Well I think we would all agree last week was a week we 
will never forget in our life time, when we think of the 
catastrophic bush fires which resulted in devastating  
destruction of life and property. I am sure you have all 
read many heart wrenching stories about the loss of life 
and in some cases, near obliteration of whole towns.  But 
we will also remember the miracles of survival, the  
heroism of individuals, the selfless courage shown by 
hundreds of SES and CFA volunteers fighting the fires; 
and  of course the unparalleled support and compassion 
shown by the Victorian and indeed the Australian public, 
who have rallied to support the bushfire victims.  Once 
again we have witnessed the true Aussie spirit when the 
óchips are downô and that óAussie mateshipô for which we 
are so well known.  I have full faith in the resilience of 
these survivors and their strong connectedness to their 
communities that will see them rebuild their lives and 
communities again. 

Dates to Rememberéé 
 

 

February 
Tues 17 School Council Ballot Papers Sent Home 
 Meet the Teacher Meetings L2-L4 
 Prep Information Night - 7.00pm to 8.00pm 
Fri 20 L4 Interschool Sports 
Tues 24 School Council Close of Ballot 
 Kew  District Swimming Carnival 
Wed 25 School Council Declaration of Poll 
 L2 Neighbourhood Walk - 2T & 2M 
 Social & Fundraising Meeting - 7.00pm 
 Finance Meeting - 6.30pm 
  School Council Meeting - 7.30pm 
Thurs 26 L2 Neighbourhood Walk - 2R & 2H 
Fri 27 L2 Neighbourhood Walk - 2D & 2L 
 L4 Interschool Sports 
 Clean Up Australia 
 
March 
Mon 2 Preps Finish at 3.30pm 
Wed  4 L3 Excursion to Koori Heritage Trust 
Thurs 5 L3 Excursion to Koori Heritage Trust 
Mon 9  LABOUR DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

  NEWSLETTER  

     Tuesday 17 February 2009  

Kitchener Street, East Kew   3102        kew.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Ph: 9859 2903  Fax: 9819 7179        www.keps.vic.edu.au  

       Newsletter password: kepsnews  



Issue number: 03/09  Page 2  

 

 

All donations from the evening and the studentsô casual 
dress day will be will be forwarded to the Red Cross Fire 
Appeal. 
 
A further fund raiser will be conducted by the students in 
the next few weeks.  The Junior School Council and our 
School Ambassadors will decide on a fund raising activ-
ity and where they will donate money raised. 
 
Tax Deductibility of Donations for Red Cross  
Bushfire Relief Appeal 
The Department of Education & Early Childhood  
Development (DEECD) has requested that all schools 
advise families that if the collection of gold coins from 
students is less than $10, the Australia Tax Office (ATO) 
will accept a claim as a tax deduction in the donorôs  
personal tax return, WITHOUT requiring a RECEIPT. 
 
If families wish to make a donation of more than $10 to 
the school for the Red Cross Bushfire Relief Appeal then 
the school will issue a receipt and forward the money on.  
This receipt would then become the substantiation for 
the donor to claim a personal tax deduction. 
 
School Council Elections 
For the first time in many years we will be conducting a 
ballot to elect 4 parent representatives to a School  
Council term of 2 years.  As mentioned in a previous 
newsletter we have 4 vacancies to fill.  Due to the great 
interest in this yearôs election we have 6 parent category 
nominations for these 4 vacancies. The following  
parents who have nominated are:  
Stephen Bailey, Lisa Marquette, Andrea 
Phillips, David Rehe, Stephen Tucker 
and Mark Young.  A brief state-
ment from each candidate has 
been attached to the newsletter. 
 
Voting for School Council Elections 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, ballot papers 
have been sent home today, one day later than originally 
indicated.  This will mean that the ballot will now close 
at 4.00 pm Tuesday 24 February 2009.  Please ignore 
the date (Monday 23 February 2009) for the ballot 
closure as printed on the ballot paper.  I apologise for 
any confusion and inconvenience. 
 
Instructions for voting have been included with your  
ballot paper along with nominated candidates'  
statements.  You can return your ballot paper either to 
Kate Barresi (school office) or post your ballot paper 
back to the school in the envelope provided.  If posting, it 
would be much appreciated if you could provide the 
stamp as this will represent a saving of $1000 to the 
school.  Alternately, you can send your envelope back to 

school with one of your children. 
 
I would urge you to lodge your vote as this is an  
opportunity for you to elect representatives which will be 
representing all parents within out school community.  
The successful candidates will be published in next 
weekôs newsletter. 
 
Next Weekõs Newsletter 
Please note that due to the Declaration of the Poll 
(School Council Elections) we will hold over the  
newsletter until next Wednesday.  The new School 
Council will attend  their first meeting to elect office  
bearers on the same day at 7.30 pm. 
 
HELEN FOTHERINGHAM 
PRINCIPAL 
 

FROM  THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
Bushfire Appeal Donations 
If you made a donation to the Bushfire Appeal on Friday, 
please bring your receipts to the office to be stamped in 
order to claim for taxation purposes. 
 
Roz Lambert 
Business Manager 
 
CARNIVAL 2009 
2009 is a carnival year. Following the success of the 
2007 carnival, we want the KEPS community to come 
together to make the 2009 carnival even better. 
 
Please read the notice attached to this newsletter for 
more details .Please complete it and return to the school 
so we can use the information in our planning. 
 
A brainstorming meeting will be held to start planning for 
the carnival.  If you are willing to help, have any ideas or 
can contribute in any way please come along and enjoy 
a coffee or drink with us. 
 
When:  Tuesday 24 February 2009 
Where:  26 Woolcock Ave Kew East 
Time : 7.30pm 
 
RSVP On attached sheet, via email to  
cbarnes@aiet.com.au or phone Connie on 0409 029 
848.  Or just turn up on the night! 
 
Hope to see you there 
Connie Barnes 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cbarnes@aiet.com.au
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PE NEWS 
Interschool Sports Scores 

 

  Kew East PS Auburn PS 

Cricket 60 62 

Kanga 168 67 

Softball 24 22 

Rounders 22 10 

Bat Tennis 26 42 

Well done to all the Level 4 students for a fantastic start 
to the Interschool Sports Program.  It was great to see 
everyone participating with such a great attitude and all 
teachers were very proud of the students efforts. 
 
This week KEPS will be playing against Bialik College 
with Senior playing away and Social playing at home. 
 
Cheers 
Rob Olsen 
Physical Education Coordinator  
 
2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP  
Tomorrow the 2nd hand uniform shop will be open 
(Wednesday 11 February). We will be open every 
Wednesday during Term 1 to allow extra purchasing time 
for all new prep parents, from 3.15pm to 3.45pm. 
 
The shop is now relocating to the Junior School Hall. You 
will find us in the small room near Room 6. 
 
If any families have good quality donations for the school 
please leave them in the office or see Karen T.   
 
Any donation is greatly appreciated! 
 
Thank you! 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 1 2009 
Monday 2 March ï Semester One Band Tutorial Fees 
final due date. 
Wednesday 25 ï Friday 27 March ï MUSIC CAMP ï 
Concert Band. 
Assembly Performances  
Monday 16 March ï Level Three Singers. 
Monday 30 March ï Concert Band. 
SOIREE 2009 ð MONDAY 7 DECEMBER. 
 
Congratulations Level 3õs 
Congratulations to ALL Level 3 students for singing the 
second verse of the National Anthem for the rest of the 
school at assembly this week.  You did a wonderful job 
and the rest of the school will have to sing well each 
week to meet the standard you have set us.  Well done.  
The words for the new verse we are singing each week 
are included at the back of the newsletter for parents to 
display at home. 
 
Band Fees 2009 
Purple notices with very important and NEW information 
about tutorial and band membership fees were issued 
last week by your childôs class teacher.  If you have any 
questions or missed out on a notice, please see me in 
the Music Centre after school.  Thank you. 

   

We all have a date on 

Saturday 14 March! 
 

We are so excited!!! This yearôs Kew Festival Grand Parade 
is scheduled for Saturday 14 March and, as we have a 
reputation for outstanding entries, we plan to make this 
yearôs KEPS entry the biggest and most beautiful yet! 
 

This year the festivalôs theme is ñGreening Kewò and so we 
have decided to take our newly installed Harmony Garden 
to the streets! For those who donôt know, our Green Team 
did an enormous amount of work last year to install our  
Harmony Garden along the disused area behind the Music 
Centre. The garden has been designed as a quiet area 
where students can reflect and enjoy the harmony of a 
beautiful environment where Australian plants attract  
Australian birds and other little creatures. 
 

Our Grand Parade entry will be a celebration of our  
Harmony Garden where our students will carry their own art 
creations reflecting one of the harmonious aspects of our 
garden. In their Art lessons, students will make either one of 
the worms from our worm farms that so beautifully fertilize 
our garden, or one of the beautiful Aussie flowers that grow 
in our garden, or one of the many birds attracted to our  
garden, or a large placard with a strong ógreenô message to 
maintain our garden. In addition, we would like all our  
students to dress in as much green as possible. 
 

We aim to have all 491 students march in the hour-long 
parade and we aim to leave an indelible and impressive 
image in the minds of the wider Kew community. More  
detailed information regarding times, meeting points, etc will 
come home soon but we wanted to give our families lots of 
warning in the hope that all our families can put this date in 
their diaries and participate in what is a wonderful Kew 
community event! 

 

Di Terrill-Wynne 
Kew Festival Coordinator 
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O.S.H.C. WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Term 1 Week 3 16/02/09 ð 20/02/09 
Monday  Skateboarding 
   Space Creatures 
   Blokus 
Tuesday  Cricket 
   Space Creatures 
   Sandpit Fun 
Wednesday  Tennis 
   Space Creatures 
   Bingo 
Thursday  Yoga 
   Cooking 
   Card Games 
Friday  4 Square 
   Space Creatures 
   General Knowledge 
 
Term 1: Active After School Activities 
Monday:      Skateboarding - Starting: 16/02/2009 
Wednesday:    Tennis - Starting: 18/02/2009 
Thursday:  Yoga - Starting: 19/02/2009 

Forms are available now at OSHC.  
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Kew/Kew East Kindergartens: currently have  
vacancies in some 4yo kindergarten programs. Places 
Not limited to Kew/Kew East residents. For more  
information contact KPSA on 9853 6691 or email 
kpsa3101@yahoo.com.au 
 
COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS 

School Instrument Hire 
Thank you to the large number of 
families who returned their notices on 
time and to the Music Centre.  This 
really helped with fast processing and 
distribution of instruments.  A gentle  
reminder that you must not take your  
instrument home until paperwork is processed.  ALL  
instruments will be available for use in tutorials. Keep 
those notices coming in to the Music Centre everyone, 
well done. 
 
Metal Music Stands For Sale 
The Music Centre is selling our blue and yellow metal 
music stands as we need the space in the storeroom for 
our ever growing band.  All band students really should 
have a music stand to be able to practice with correct 
posture and breath control at home.  These fold up style 
stands retail for $20.00 and we are offering them for 
$15.00.  They are available from the music centre after 
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays until sold out.  
Please note ï all CONCERT BAND members will need 
to bring their own stand on Music Camp in March so grab 
a bargain while you can. 
 
Band Recruitment Information Evening 2009 
If you are in grade three or are new to the school then 
you are eligible to apply as new band members.  We will 
have our parent information/student demonstration  
session in late Term Two ï watch this space for further 
information closer to the time. 
 
Just making noise? Weôre making music! 
Georgie Greenwood. 
 
CHESS CLUB 
Are you interested in joining Chess Club in Term 2? If 
your child would like to participate in Chess Club please 
fill out this slip below and return to Mirella. 
 
Thank you 
Mirella Erzetic 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I ____________________________________ in 
 
class: __________ am interested in joining Chess Club  
 

in Term 2, 2009. 
 
Phone: ____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 




