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option that the students have elected which allows them 
to contribute to the relief appeal. 
 
We feel it is also appropriate to donate money raised 
from the Welcome Picnic on Friday to the bushfire  
victims. This is a community event and allows us to rally 
collectively at this sad time. Stacy Sanders has  
expressed an interest in coordinating some support from 
our families and will therefore be organising for monetary 
donations to be made at the Welcome Picnic. There will 
be collection points where donations can be made at this 
event and if you would like to volunteer to assist with this 
on Friday, please contact Stacy directly on 9859 8829. 
 
Families wishing to contribute directly to the appeal can 
phone the Red Cross on 1800 811 700 or go to their 
website at www.redcross.org.au. 
 
The Red Cross has also advised that donations can be 
made to St Vincentôs in East Kew. They are currently 
eager to accept bedding, sheets and towels. Other useful 
donations include toiletries, books and kitchenware. At 
this stage they have suggested that do not require any 
more clothing. KEPS families who have items in good 
condition are welcome to label the goods with the word 
óbushfireô and drop them at St Vincentôs, 735 High Street, 
Kew East. Phone number 9859 8685. 
 
The Red Cross is also asking for blood donations during 
this time of need and this is another avenue to offer  
support. 
 
The RSPCA is also looking for donations to support both 
domestic and native wildlife effected by the fires. To 
make donations please call 1300 300 662. 
 
During this time we need to also be aware of the effect 
which the news coverage can have on children.  
Exposure to distressing news items on television can 
traumatise students and  the advice from our Guidance 
Officer, Sandra Groves is to watch such programs after 
children have gone to bed. 
 
If any families are feeling the need for counselling, 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL / ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
Victorian Bushfires 
The tragic events of last weekend have shocked and 
saddened us all. The devastation which the fires caused 
is unprecedented. We have had several families contact 
the office offering to support any plans KEPS have to 
provide assistance to the bushfire victims and the relief 
appeal. These generous offers are greatly appreciated. 
As we are still in such early stages of this disaster it is 
difficult to announce the best possible strategy as a 
school community at this stage. We have also been  
advised by Eastern Metropolitan Region that the  
emergency services are still coming to terms with the 
scale of this tragedy and that at this stage it is difficult for  
us to put in place a coordinated relief effort. However 
KEPS will certainly do its part and to start with all  
classroom teachers have had discussions with their  
students as to how they believe we can offer our support. 
These ideas will be collected and we will choose an  

Dates to Rememberéé 
 

 

February 
Wed 11  Green Team Meeting - 5.30pm 
 Education Committee Meeting - 5.30pm 
 OSHC Meeting - 6.30pm 
 Facilities Meeting - 7.30pm 
Fri 13 L4 Interschool Sports Begins 
 Welcome Picnic - 5.30pm - 7.30pm 
Tues 24 Kew District Swimming Carnival 
Mon 16 Meet the Teacher Meetings L2-L4 
Tues 17 Meet the Teacher Meetings L2-L4 
 Prep Information Night - 7.00pm to 8.00pm 
Wed 25 Social & Fundraising Meeting - 7.00pm 
 Finance Meeting - 6.30pm 
  School Council Meeting - 7.30pm 
 
March 
Mon 2 Preps Finish at 3.30pm 
Wed  4 L3 Excursion to Koori Heritage Trust 
Thurs 5 L3 Excursion to Koori Heritage Trust 
Mon 9  LABOUR DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Sat 14 Kew Festival Parade - 11.30am to 12.00pm 
Mon 16 L3 Singers @ Assembly 
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please contact the school and we can arrange such a 
service for you. We are also including information sheets 
from lifeline on helping children cope at this difficult time. 
 
Preps 2009 
On a much happier note, last week saw the 
very successful arrival of our 2009 Prep 
students. Three classes of Preps have 
now begun their schooling here at 
KEPS and to the great credit of the  
students and their parents it was a very 
smooth beginning for all involved.  
Obviously these children have been well prepared for the 
challenges involved with the transition from kindergarten 
to primary school. 
 
Helen and I have both spent time in the classrooms and 
have also been treated to visits in the office (and even 
the staffroom) by our youngest students. There were 
smiles all round and eager faces with lots of wonderful 
stories to share with us. 
 
Welcome Picnic 
As mentioned in last weekôs newsletter, our Welcome 
Picnic will be held this coming Friday here at KEPS. The 
Welcome Picnic is a wonderful opportunity to meet and 
greet those who are new to our school community, both 
parents and staff, and we look forward to many families 
attending. This year we are asking you to bring your own 
picnic hampers, but we will be selling icy poles, water, 
soft drink, wine and beer. There will also be activities for 
children to join in and entertainment for parents to enjoy. 
More details are included in the flier issued with this 
newsletter. 
 
We hope to see you next Friday. 
 
Class Representatives 
Each year Class Reps are appointed from each class. 
We are currently reviewing the role and responsibility of 
Class Reps and plan to have this published in an  
upcoming newsletter. As this is a Carnival year it is 
timely to ensure that the expectations of this role are 
clearly defined before we ask for expressions of interest. 
We hope to have this to you within the fortnight. 
 
Carnival 2009 
Well it is a Carnival year again this year, and plans are 

already underway. You my remember 
that during Term 4 last year we began 
our search for a Carnival Coordinator to 
ensure that this event was as great a 

success as it has been in the past. I am 
very happy to announce that this position 
has been filled and we would like to  

congratulate Connie Barnes on her successful  
appointment to this position. I am sure that you will share 
our confidence in Connieôs ability to oversee the staging 
of this wonderful community event and we would like to 
thank Connie for backing up to do her second Carnival 
here at KEPS. 
 
Working very closely with Connie will be Julia Pope. Julia 
has had experience with both Social and Fundraising 
events and has organised fetes in other settings. Julia 
will provide support as necessary and will work with  
Connie with the view to being our coordinator for the 
2011 Carnival. 
 
You can expect to hear from Connie in future  
newsletters. 
 
Parent Teacher Meetings 
These discussions are scheduled for Monday 16 (3.45 ï 
8.30) and Tuesday 17 February (3.45 ï 5.00). All  
requests for times were to have arrived at school by last 
Friday. Teachers will now allocate times to families.  
Remember these discussions are an opportunity for you 
to inform teachers about your childôs special interests, 
their strengths and the areas which you recognise as 
target areas. This is not a time for teachers to report 
back on the students as it is still very early in the year. 
These are informal meetings and have only been  
allocated a maximum of 10 minutes. Please inform the 
teacher if you require longer to discus your child. 
 
DEB SPARKE 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

APOLOGY 
School Council Elections 
Please note, there was a mistake in last weeks Notice of 
Election and Call for Nominations form for School  
Council. 
 
The Term of Office for a Parent Member is; From the day 
after the date of declaration of the poll in 2009 to and 
inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2011. 
 
Sorry for any inconvenience. 
 

FROM  THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
Education Maintenance Allowance information for 
the school newsletter 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is  
provided to assist eligible families with the costs  
associated with the education of their children.   
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 
Á be either a parent or guardian of a primary or  

secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; 
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and 
Á be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the 
State Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans  
Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 

 
Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the 
EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid  
Pension Card. 
 
The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of 
Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first day for  
teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009).  
 
The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 
27 February 2009 for the first instalment and 7 August 
2009 for the second instalment. 
 
The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary 
students and $443 for secondary students and is paid in 
two instalments.  This amount is split evenly between the 
parents/guardians and the school.   
 
New EMA payment option for 2009 
Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development will introduce a new  
payment option for the payment of the Education  
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents.  
 
Under the new system, eligible parents will have the  
option to receive the 50% óparent portionô of the EMA 
payment directly into the parentôs nominated bank  
account, or as a cheque payment.  

 
The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for 
you to nominate whether you would like your EMA  
payment to be made to your own bank account or to  
receive your payment as a cheque (which is the current 
arrangement). The banking details required will include 
the BSB code and the account number. 
 
Payment Amounts 

 
 

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first 
instalment of 2009 through this school will not be  

Installment  Portion  
Primary 
school*  

Secondary 
school*  

One Parent  $  77.35 $  155.05 

  School  $  77.35 $  155.05 

        

Two  Parent  $  33.15 $  66.45 

  School  $  33.15 $  66.45 

        

  Total  $  221.00 $  443.00 

required to complete a new application for the second 
instalment.  Parents who transfer children to another 
school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7  
August 2009, must reapply at the new school for the  
second instalment.  
 

EMA application forms are available from the school  
office.  

 
Roz Lambert 
Business Manager 
 
KEPS PHONE SYSTEM 
Our school phone system has been 
experiencing difficulties recently. 
 
You may have been  unable to get through to the school 
staff or had a sudden line drop off. We apologise for the 
difficulties and would like to thank you for your patience. 
 
Our Staff are working extremely hard to have the  
problem rectified and we are hoping it will be fixed as 
soon as possible. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
Welcome back to the start of what promises to be  
another exciting school year. In Victoria, we are fortunate 
to have a world-class education system with a strong and 
vibrant government school system at its core. One of the 
greatest gifts we can all give our children is the solid 
foundation of a high-quality education. We are always 
working hard to improve so that every child can thrive, 
learn and grow. 
 
Government schools are an important part of their local 
community. The people who make our schools great 
places for your child ï principals, teachers, staff and 
school councillors ï are dedicated to providing the best 
education possible for our children. 
 
One of the most effective ways we can do this is by  
being actively engaged in the education of our children. 
We can all help our children develop the knowledge, 
skills and learning strategies they need to engage in  
lifelong learning. Reading with your child, talking with 
them about the world around us, and encouraging  
creative play are all crucial elements of your childôs  
development. 
 
I also encourage you to become actively involved in your 
childôs school community. It helps children achieve the 
best possible learning outcomes. You can participate in 
school life, both formally and informally, through  
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BOYS 

 
 
GIRLS 

 
 

If any students would like to participate and believe that 
they can meet these qualifying times then they can come 
and see me to collect an entry form and time verification 
form. This form needs to be filled in and returned to me 
by Monday 16 February 
 
If any parents or students have any queries about the 
carnival please donôt hesitate to contact me. 
 
Interschool Sports 
Interschool Sports begins this Friday with KEPS playing 
away against Auburn PS.  A reminder that all students 
need to have returned their permission forms or they will 
not be able to participate in matches. 
 
Cheers 
Rob Olsen 
Physical Education Coordinator  
 
FIRST AID NEWS 
KEPS takes pride in being an Asthma 
friendly school and as such has a  
responsibility to maintain up to date 
and accurate Asthma records.  
Attached to this weeks newsletter are 
Asthma Action Plans. If you have a child 
who has Asthma please fill out the form and 
return to me (via your classroom teacher as 
soon as possible) Unfortuantly these records need to be 
updated yearly so if you have returned forms in the past 
please do so again.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Neasa Sweeney 
School Nurse 

STROKES 
(50M) 

10 YEARS 11 YEARS 12 YEARS 

FREESTYLE 45.5 SEC 41.5 SEC 40.5 SEC 

BACKSTROKE 54.5 SEC 50.5 SEC 49.5 SEC 

BREAST-
STROKE 

59.5 SEC 55.5 SEC 54.5 SEC 

BUTTERFLY 53.0 SEC 49.0 SEC 48.0 SEC 

STROKES 
(50M) 

10 YEARS 11 YEARS 12 YEARS 

FREESTYLE 47.0 SEC 43.0 SEC 42.0 SEC 

BACKSTROKE 56.0 SEC 52.0 SEC 51.0 SEC 

BREAST-
STROKE 

61.0 SEC 57.0 SEC 56.0 SEC 

BUTTERFLY 54.5 SEC 50.5 SEC 49.5 SEC 

volunteering and staying up to date with your childrenôs 
learning progress through regular contact with their 
teachers. 
 
More information on Victorian government schools can 
be found at www.education.vic.gov.au or Education Line 
phone 1800 809 834 can provide further advice and  
assistance. 
 
I wish you and your children all the very best for the year 
ahead. 
 
Hon Bronwyn Pike MP 
Minister for Education 
 
2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP  
Tomorrow the 2nd hand uniform shop will be open 
(Wednesday 11 February). We will be open every 
Wednesday during Term 1 to allow extra purchasing time 
for all new prep parents, from 3.15pm to 3.45pm. 
 
The shop is now relocating to the Junior School Hall. You 
will find us in the small room near Room 6. 
 
If any families have good quality donations for the school 
please leave them in the office or see Karen T.   
 
Any donation is greatly appreciated! 
 
Thank you! 
 
FIRST AID NEWS 
KEPS takes pride in being an Asthma friendly school and 
as such has a responsibility to maintain up to date and 
accurate Asthma records. Coming home with this weeks 
newsletter are Asthma Action Plans. If you have a child 
who has Asthma please fill out the form and return to me 
(via your classroom teacher as soon as possible)  
Unfortuantly these records need to be updated yearly so 
if you have returned forms in the past please do so 
again.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Neasa Sweeney 
School Nurse 
 
PE NEWS 
Kew District Swimming Carnival 
The Kew District Swimming  
Carnival will be held on Tuesday 
24 February at Bialik College. 
 
In order to be eligible to participate in the carnival  
students need to meet the district qualifying times. 
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visited both New York and Los Angeles.  His  
performance highlights include singing with Olivia  
Newton John, Simon Burke and David Campbell.  They 
performed at two black tie dinners, sang the Kevin Rudd 
ñSorry Songò and the best bité.he sang a duet with a 
member of the Girls Choir at Carnegie Hall.  What a list 
of achievements!  The choirs also visited Hollywood, 
Beverly Hills, the Empire State Building, Times Square, 
and Central Park and enjoyed staying at the Ramada 
Hotel in LA and at the Waldorf Astoria in New York.  He 
tells me he had a FANTASTIC time ï sure sounds like it!  
Congratulations Astyn, I am sure this experience will stay 
with you forever.  There are some photos of Astyn and 
his Choir mates on the notice board in the Music Centre. 
 
Just making noise? Weôre making music! 
Georgie Greenwood. 
 
CHILD ECZEMA MANAGEMENT STUDY 
Dear Parents, 
 
My name is Amy Mitchell, and I am from the Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT) School of Nursing. I am 
conducting a study to examine parent management of 
childhood eczema. 
 
Managing a childôs eczema can be a difficult, frustrating, 
and time-consuming task for a parent or caregiver. I am 
seeking parents of children (aged up to 12 years) with 
medically diagnosed eczema to complete an online 
questionnaire about managing childhood eczema. 
 
I am keen to hear from parents of children with eczema 
of any severity, from mild to severe. In recognition of 
their contribution to the study, participants will be entered 
in a draw to win one of five one-year subscriptions to the 
Eczema Association of Australasia, worth $30 each. 
 
Details about the study and how to participate can be 
found at the following website: 
www.quteczemastudy.com. Alternately, please contact 
me on (07) 3138 3856 to request a printed information 
sheet and survey. 
 
Thank-you! 
Amy Mitchell 
 
GREEN TEAM 
The vision statement of the Green Team 2008 was to 
raise awareness about energy use and the act to reduce 
energy consumption in the KEPS community. 
 
The Green Team welcomes all parents and teachers of 
the KEPS community who would like to help shape our 
future. 

MUSIC NEWS 
DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 1 2009 
Tuesday 10 February ï Level Three Brass, Flutes,  
Clarinets and ALL Percussion: tutes commence. 
Thursday 12 February ï Level Four Brass, Flutes,  
Clarinets and Saxophones tutes commence.   
Monday March 2 ï Semester One Band Tutorial Fees 
final due date. 
Wednesday 25 ï Friday 27 MARCH ï MUSIC CAMP ï 
Concert Band. 
Assembly Performances  
Monday March 16 ï Level Three Singers. 
Monday March 30 ï Concert Band. 
Soiree 2009 ï Monday 7 December 
 
Band Fees 2009 
Purple notices with very important and 
NEW information about tutorial 
and band membership fees 
were issued last week by your 
childôs class teacher.  If you have any 
questions or missed out on a notice, 
please see me in the Music Centre after school.  Thank 
you. 
 
School Instrument Hire 
Thank you to the large number of families who returned 
their notices on time and to the Music Centre.  This really 
helped with fast processing and distribution of  
instruments.  A gentle reminder that you must not take 
your instrument home until paperwork is processed.  ALL 
instruments will be available for use in tutorials. Keep 
those notices coming in to the Music Centre everyone, 
well done. 
 
Metal Music Stands For Sale 
The Music Centre is selling our blue and yellow metal 
music stands as we need the space in the storeroom for 
our ever growing band.  All band students really should 
have a music stand to be able to practice with correct 
posture and breath control at home.  These fold up style 
stands retail for $20.00 and we are offering them for 
$15.00.  They are available from the music centre after 
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays until sold out.  
Please note ï all CONCERT BAND members will need 
to bring their own stand on Music Camp in March so grab 
a bargain while you can. 
 
From Australia to the USA 
Astyn Trecate in 4EM spent his summer holiday in a 
more exciting way than most of us did this year.  Astyn is 
a valued member of the National Boys Choir.  His choir, 
together with the Australian Girls Choir, are collectively 
known as the Quantas Choir.  They went on their Gôday 
USA Tour from 16-26 January 2009.  Astyn tells me they 
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T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g  d o e s  n o t  
e n d o r s e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o r  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n y  p r i v a t e  
a d v e r t i s e r .  N o  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  &  T r a i n i n g  f o r  a c c u r a c y  o r  
i n f o r mat ion  c on ta ine d  i n  a dve r t i se me nt s  o r  c la ims  ma de  by  t hem. 
 

Tennis Australia endorsed tennis coaches. To register for 
the Mumsô Tennis Program at the City of Camberwell 
Tennis Club please contact local club coach Victor Eke 
on 0417 140 186. Please book early, as places are  
limited.  
 
COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS 

Sure was hot last weeké 

The commitment is one Wednesday a 
month from 5.30pm to 6.30pm in the  
conference room in the staffroom. All input 
is valuable and appreciated even if you do 
not attend every meeting, and if you have 
a suggestion or idea, please pass it onto 
you Green Team. 
 
First Green Team meeting is Wednesday 11 February at 
5.30pm in the Conference Room. 
 
Val Hempenstall 
Green Team 
 
ART NEWS 
A reminder to all students to please have an art smock 
for art class. A large old shirt or t-shirt will suffice! 
 
Thank you to all KEPS staff, parents and students for the 
warm welcome I have received. 
 
I look forwards to seeing you in the art room. 
 
Renee Ferris 
Art Teacher 
 

O.S.H.C. WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

Welcome back to all families!!! 
Term 1 Week 2 09/02/09 ð 13/02/09 
Monday  Cricket 
   Wire Sculptures 
   Guess Who? 
Tuesday  4 Square 
   Jewellery Fun 
   Celebrity Heads 
Wednesday  Sacrifice 
   Wire Sculpture 
   Charades 
Thursday  Capture the Flag 
   Cooking 
   Pictionary 
Friday  Sharks 
   Jewellery Fun 
   Chess 
 
An annual enrolment form is required prior to attendance 
in OSHC. This is due to staffing (Staff/Child ratio) food & 
activity preparation. Thank you for all your cooperation. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
City of Camberwell Tennis Club - 10 Trumper St,  
Camberwell ï Mel ref: 59 K3 Monday 9 February ï  
Friday 13 March 2009. Tennis Victoria invites you to take 
part in our Mumsô Tennis Program which is conducted by 


